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RADIO-FREQUENCY TRANSCEIVING
FRONT-END APPARATUS USING PASSIVE
ELEMENTS IN WIRELESS
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based on and claims priority from
Korean Patent Application No. 10-2011-0142699, filed on
Dec. 26, 2011 with the Korean Intellectual Property Office,
the disclosure of which is incorporated herein in its entirety
by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a radio-frequency front-
end apparatus that can be used in a wireless communication
system performing transmission/reception by using a single
antenna, and more particularly, to a radio-frequency trans-
ceiving front-end apparatus using passive elements in wire-
less communication systems that can implement characteris-
tics of high power, low loss, and high isolation between
transmission and reception at low cost by using radio-fre-
quency passive elements.

BACKGROUND

The structure of a front end of a system required to com-
monly use a single antenna in transmission/reception is diver-
sified with the development of wireless communication sys-
tems. For example, a structure capable of supporting both
transmission/reception combination schemes through a fre-
quency division demultiplexing (FDD) and a time division
demultiplexing (TDD) is required and a structure in which a
communication (for example, an inter-matter communica-
tion, M2M) between FDD systems having the same transmis-
sion/reception frequencies is supported is also required. In
this case, the isolation between transmission/reception also
needs to be significantly ensured.

Meanwhile, a front end of the wireless communication
system, which is connected with an antenna transfers a high-
power transmission signal generated in the system to the
antenna and transfers a reception signal received from the
antenna through a reception route, and in this case, it is
important to reduce loss as possible. The front end is basically
required to be configured by an element suitable for high
power in order to process a high-power transmission signal.

In order to commonly use the single antenna in transmis-
sion/reception, the front end of the wireless communication
system uses the time division demultiplexing (TDD) scheme
and the frequency division demultiplexing (FDD) scheme. In
this case, the former, which is a scheme using the same
frequency in transmission and reception, and alternately
operating by temporally dividing transmission/reception to
use the single antenna, switches a transmission mode and a
reception mode using a switch. In the latter, as transmission
and reception are temporally simultaneously performed by
differentiating transmission and reception frequencies, the
transmission signal and the reception signal are combined by
a single port while the transmission signal and the reception
signal are divided and isolated by different filters.

In FIG. 1A, transmission/reception signals having the
same carrier frequency are temporally divided to be con-
nected with the antenna by using a switch in order to combine
transmission and reception in the TDD scheme. That is, a
transmission signal Tx is input into a switch 103 through a
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2

first band pass filter (hereinafter, a ‘BPF’) 101 and transmitted
to a wireless space through an antenna 104 as the switch is
switched to the transmission mode.

On the contrary, a reception signal Rx received through the
antenna 104 is input into a second BPF 102 as the switch 103
is switched to the reception mode, and received while being
band-pass filtered in a corresponding band by the second BPF
102.

InFIG. 1B, a duplexer is used to combine transmission and
reception in the FDD scheme. The duplexer divides and com-
bines the transmission and reception signals having different
carrier frequencies by using a filter 105 and is connected to
the antenna 106 temporally simultaneously.

In the TDD scheme, as a structure in which the transmis-
sion mode and the reception mode are divided by the switch,
various transmission/reception frequencies can be configured
according to a configuration of the filter on transmission/
reception route. This is the structure in which the communi-
cation (for example, the inter-matter communication, M2M)
between the systems having the same transmission/reception
frequencies is possible, but the communication is possible
only in the TDD scheme and impossible in the FDD scheme
in which transmission and reception operate simultaneously.
A high-cost and high-power switch is required for high-
power transmission.

FIG. 2 is a transmission/reception system using a single
circulator 203. In FIG. 2, transmission is connected toward
the antenna and reception is continuously connected to a
reception route in the antenna by directionality of a signal
regardless of the carrier frequencies of transmission and
reception in FIG. 1 to support both the TDD and FDD
schemes.

That is, the transmission/reception system of FIG. 2 uses a
characteristic of a circulator of which an advance direction is
determined according to the directionality of the signal. The
transmission/reception system is configured such that the
transmission signal is transferred to an antenna 204 through a
first BPF 201 and the circulator 203 and the signal received by
the antenna 204 is received through the circulator 203 and a
second BPF 202. Therefore, the transmission and reception
routes may be combined regardless of the frequency.

Various transmission/reception frequencies can be config-
ured according to the configuration of the filter on the trans-
mission and reception route, the communication (for
example, the inter-matter communication, M2M) between
the systems having the same transmission/reception frequen-
cies can also be supported in both the TDD/FDD schemes,
and the front-end is constituted by low-priced passive ele-
ments even in high-power transmission.

However, in the radio-frequency front end using the circu-
lator, isolation between transmission and reception is deter-
mined by isolation of the circulator and the radio-frequency
front end shows somewhat small isolation which is approxi-
mately 25 dB. Therefore, the high-power transmission influ-
ences the transmission route to influence the performance of
the receiver.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure has been made in an effort to pro-
vide a radio-frequency transceiving front-end apparatus
using a passive element in wireless communication systems
that configures a radio-frequency transmission/reception
combination front end that supports both TDD and FDD by
combining a 90° hybrid coupler having an output of a 90°
phase difference to a circulator structure that supports both
the TDD and the FDD, and supports all of various required
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functions with the development of wireless communication
technology through a single front end.

The present disclosure also has been made in an effort to
provide a radio-frequency front-end apparatus using passive
elements in wireless communication systems that can support
both TDD and FDD at high power, low loss, and low cost and
support both TDD and FDD schemes in an inter-system com-
munication having the same transmission/reception frequen-
cies.

The present disclosure also has been made in an effort to
provide a radio-frequency transceiving front-end apparatus
using a passive element in a wireless communication system
that can be applied to a low-cost, low-loss, and high-power
transmission and wireless communication system by using
radio-frequency passive elements and prevent high-power
transmission from influencing a reception route by further
increasing isolation between transmission and reception.

An exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure pro-
vides a radio-frequency transceiving front-end apparatus
using passive elements in wireless communication systems
including: a transmitting unit’s hybrid coupler configured to
divide and output a transmission signal into two outputs hav-
ing a phase difference of 90°; a first circulator configured to
receive a first output of the hybrid coupler through a first
terminal thereof and output the received first output through a
second terminal thereof; a second circulator configured to
receive a second output of the hybrid coupler through a first
terminal thereof and output the received second output
through a second terminal thereof; and an output unit’s hybrid
coupler configured to receive transmission signals from the
second terminal of the first circulator and the second terminal
of'the second circulator, and combine and output the received
signals.

Effects of the present disclosure are as follows.

In the wireless communication systems, both the transmis-
sion and reception combination schemes are supported
through the TDD and the FDD in commonly using the single
antenna, a function of supporting the communication (for
example, the inter-matter communication, M2M) between
FDD systems having the same transmission/reception fre-
quencies is required, and performance associated with high
isolation between transmission and reception, high power,
and low loss is also required.

According to the configuration of the present disclosure,
the radio-frequency front end for commonly using the single
antenna is constituted by low-loss passive elements in the
wireless communication systems to achieve low-loss trans-
mission and reception combination, which may be suitable
for high power and acquire high isolation between transmis-
sion and reception. The radio-frequency front end supports
both the TDD and FDD schemes and enables the communi-
cation between the FDD systems having the same transmis-
sion and reception frequencies.

The foregoing summary is illustrative only and is not
intended to be in any way limiting. In addition to the illustra-
tive aspects, embodiments, and features described above, fur-
ther aspects, embodiments, and features will become appar-
ent by reference to the drawings and the following detailed
description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a diagram illustrating a front end of a general
TDD wireless communication system.

FIG. 1B is a diagram illustrating a front end of a general
FDD wireless communication system.
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FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a front end of a wireless
communication system in which both TDD and FDD are
possible.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating the structure of a front end
in a wireless communication system according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an input/output phase
change of a 90° hybrid coupler applied to the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 5A is a diagram illustrating a transferring process of a
transmission signal according to the exemplary embodiment
of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5B is a diagram illustrating a transferring process of a
reception signal according to the exemplary embodiment of
the present disclosure.

FIG. 5C is a diagram illustrating isolation of the transmis-
sion signal from the reception signal according to the exem-
plary embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, reference is made to
the accompanying drawing, which form a part hereof. The
illustrative embodiments described in the detailed descrip-
tion, drawing, and claims are not meant to be limiting. Other
embodiments may be utilized, and other changes may be
made, without departing from the spirit or scope of the subject
matter presented here.

In the present disclosure, transmission and reception are
combined while low loss is maintained by combining a 90°
hybrid coupler having an output of a phase difference of 90°
to a circulator, thus solving problems in the related art. A
low-cost and high-power front end may be configured by
using radio-frequency passive elements.

Accordingly, in the present disclosure, a single antenna is
commonly used, and a radio-frequency front end according to
the exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure may be
constituted by only radio-frequency passive elements without
an active element as illustrated in FIG. 3.

Referring to FIG. 3, a transmission signal is divided into
two outputs having a phase difference of 90° through a 90°
hybrid coupler 301 of a transmitting unit and transferred to
circulators 303 and 306, respectively. In this case, the two
transmission signals divided by directionality of the circula-
tors are transferred to the 90° hybrid coupler 307 of a final
stage, and coupled and output to an antenna 308 port through
the hybrid coupler 307. As loss generated at that time, a
low-loss characteristic within 1 dB may be acquired due to
low-loss characteristics of the coupler 307, and the circulators
303 and 304.

Meanwhile, a reception signal received through the
antenna 308 is transferred through the 90° hybrid coupler 307
similarly as the transmission signal, and the transferred recep-
tion signal is divided into two outputs having a phase differ-
ence of 90° and transferred to the circulators 303 and 306,
respectively. In this case, after the two reception signals
divided by the directionality of the circulators are transferred
to two input terminals of a 90° hybrid coupler 304 of a
receiving unit, the reception signals are coupled by the cou-
pler and finally transferred to a reception route.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating the hybrid coupler of FIG.
3. As illustrated in FIG. 4, a 90 hybrid coupler 400 is a
radio-frequency passive element that changes phases of an
input and an output.

That is, a signal input into a terminal #1 is applied through
the 90° hybrid coupler 400 and divided into a terminal #3 and
a terminal #4 with V2 of power, and distributed and output into
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two signals having phases of —180° and —90°. Signals having
a phase difference of 180° are distributed to a 50€2 termina-
tion resistor 401 and are removed. Even though inputs and
outputs of the respective signals are changed, a phase differ-
ence of the same relationship occurs in the operation.

That is, when the signal is input into the terminal #3, a
signal having a phase difference of —-90° is output to the
terminal #2 and a signal having a phase difference of -180° is
output to the terminal #1, and when the signal is input into the
terminal #4, the signal having the phase difference of -90° is
output to the terminal #1 and the signal having the phase
difference of —-180° is output to the terminal #2.

FIG. 5A illustrates a process in which the transmission
signal is transferred to an antenna from the radio-frequency
transceiving front-end apparatus according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present disclosure.

That is, the transmission signal Tx is applied through a 90°
hybrid coupler 501 of the transmitting unit and divided to
have ¥4 of power, and distributed and output into two signals
having phases of -90° and -180°. Signals having a phase
difference of 180° are distributed to a S0 termination resis-
tor 502 and are removed. The respective distributed and out-
put signals are input into independent circulators 503 and
506, respectively and thus transferred to different inputs of a
90° hybrid coupler 507 of an output unit according to direc-
tionality of the circulators. A transmission signal having a
phase of —-90° between the signals transferred from two cir-
culators is transferred to the antenna with a phase of -270°
through a route that causes a phase change of —180° among
routes of the 90° hybrid coupler 507 of the output unit and the
other transmission signal having a phase of —180° is trans-
ferred to the antenna with the phase of -270° through a route
that causes a phase change of -90° among the routes of the
90° hybrid coupler 507 of the output unit, and as a result, the
two signals are combined with the same phase of -270° and
output to an antenna 509.

The two signals are transferred to another output unit of the
90° hybrid coupler 507 of the output unit, and in this case,
between the two signals, the signal having the phase of —-90°
is converted into the phase of —180° through the route of -90°
and the signal having the phase of —180° is converted into a
phase of 0° through a route of —180°, and thus the signals are
removed.

FIG. 5B is a diagram illustrating a process in which the
reception signal received by the antenna is transferred to a
receiver in the radio-frequency transceiving front-end appa-
ratus according to the exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure.

The reception signal received through the antenna 509 is
transferred to the 90° hybrid coupler 507 of the output unit
and the transferred signal is divided to have /2 of power by the
90° hybrid coupler 507, and distributed and output into two
signals having phases of —=90° and —-180°, respectively. Sig-
nals having a phase difference of 180° are distributed to a 50Q
termination resistor 508 and are removed. The respective
distributed and output signals are input into the independent
circulators 503 and 506, respectively and thus transferred to
different inputs of 90° hybrid couplers 501 and 504 of a
receiving unit according to directionality of the circulators.

A reception signal having a phase of -90° between the
signals transferred from two circulators 503 and 506 is trans-
ferred to the receiver with the phase of —270° through a route
that causes a phase change of —180° among routes of the 90°
hybrid coupler 501 of the receiving unit and the other recep-
tion signal having a phase of -180° is transferred to the
receiver with the phase of —270° through a route that causes a
phase change of -90° among the routes of the 90° hybrid
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coupler of the receiving unit, and as a result, the two signals
are combined to have the same phase of -270° and output to
the receiver.

The two signals are transterred to another output unit of the
90° hybrid coupler of the receiving unit, and in this case,
between the two signals, the signal having the phase of —-90°
is converted into a phase of —180° through the route of -90°
and the signal having the phase of —180° is converted into the
phase of 0° through the route of —180°, and thus the signals
are removed.

As described above, the front end according to the present
disclosure is constituted by using the 90° hybrid couplers and
the circulators which are the low-loss passive elements in
transmission and reception, and insertion loss may be imple-
mented within 1 dB.

FIG. 5C is a diagram illustrating a process in which the
transmission signal is transferred to the receiving unit in the
radio-frequency transceiving front-end apparatus according
to the exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

The transmission signal is divided into 2 of power through
the 90° hybrid couplers 501 and 504 of the transmitting unit
and distributed into two signals having the phases of —-90° and
-180°, respectively. The distributed signals are input into the
independent circulators 503 and 506, respectively and trans-
ferred to different inputs of the 90° hybrid coupler 507 of the
output unit according to the directionality of the circulator,
but some transmission signals actually leak to the other ter-
minal of the circulator by isolation of the circulator. A trans-
mission signal having the phase of —-90° between the signals
that leak from two circulators is transferred to the receiver
with the phase of —180° through a route that causes the phase
change of -90° among routes of the 90° hybrid coupler 507 of
the receiving unit and the other transmission signal having the
phase of —180° is transferred to the receiver with the phase of
0° through a route that causes a phase change of -180° among
the routes of the 90° hybrid coupler 507 of the receiving unit,
and as a result, two signals are removed.

As described above, in the case of the isolation of trans-
mission and reception of the present disclosure, the isolations
of the 90° hybrid couplers 501, 504, and 507 are directly
added to the isolation of the circulators 503 and 506, and as a
result, the isolation of transmission and reception can be
further improved.

From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that various
embodiments of the present disclosure have been described
herein for purposes of illustration, and that various modifica-
tions may be made without departing from the scope and
spirit of the present disclosure. Accordingly, the various
embodiments disclosed herein are not intended to be limiting,
with the true scope and spirit being indicated by the following
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A radio-frequency (RF) transceiving front-end apparatus
using passive elements in wireless communication systems,
comprising:

a transmitting unit’s hybrid coupler configured to divide

and output a transmission signal into two outputs having
a phase difference of 90°;

a first circulator configured to receive a first output of the
hybrid coupler through a first terminal thereof and out-
put the received first output through a second terminal
thereof;

a second circulator configured to receive a second output of
the hybrid coupler through the first terminal thereof and
output the received second output through the second
terminal thereof;
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a receiving unit’s hybrid coupler configured to receive
reception signals from the first circulator and the second
circulator and combine and output the reception signals;
and

an output unit’s hybrid coupler configured to receive trans-
mission signals from the second terminal of the first
circulator and the second terminal of the second circu-
lator, and combine and output the received signals.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a termination resistor
is connected to one terminal of four terminals of the trans-
mitting unit’s hybrid coupler.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the termination resis-
tor is connected to one terminal of four terminals of the output
unit’s hybrid coupler.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the termination resis-
tor is connected to one of four terminals of the receiving unit’s
hybrid coupler.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first circulator
receives the reception signal from the output unit’s hybrid
coupler through the second terminal thereof and provides the
received reception signal to the receiving unit’s hybrid cou-
pler through the third terminal thereof.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the second circulator
receives the reception signal from the output unit’s hybrid
coupler through the second terminal thereof and provides the
input reception signal to the receiving unit’s hybrid coupler
through the third terminal thereof.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the transmitting unit’s
hybrid coupler is a 90° hybrid coupler.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the output unit’s
hybrid coupler is the 90° hybrid coupler.
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9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the receiving unit’s
hybrid coupler is the 90° hybrid coupler.

10. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the transmitting
unit’s hybrid coupler outputs output signals which are signals
having phases of —90° and —180°, respectively.

11. A radio-frequency (RF) transceiving front-end appara-
tus using passive elements in wireless communication sys-
tems, comprising:

a transmitting unit’s hybrid coupler configured to divide

and output a transmission signal into two outputs having
a phase of —=90° and -180°;

a first circulator configured to receive a first output of the
hybrid coupler through a first terminal thereof and out-
put the received first output through a second terminal
thereof;

a second circulator configured to receive a second output of
the hybrid coupler through the first terminal thereof and
output the received second output through the second
terminal thereof;

a receiving unit’s hybrid coupler configured to receive
reception signals from the first circulator and the second
circulator and combine and output the reception signals;
and

an output unit’s hybrid coupler configured to receive trans-
mission signals from the second terminal of the first
circulator and the second terminal of the second circu-
lator, and combine and output the received signals,

wherein the first output has the phase of —-90° and the
second output has the phase of —180°.
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